XXVI.
MMILIUS PAULUS AND VARKO.   SPRING, 216 B. C.

IN 216 B. c., ^Emilius Paulus and Terentius Varro were consuls, and Rome
had nearly one hundred thousand men in the field. -33milius was a man of the
highest character; Varro was of low birth and without those qualities we most
esteem. Hannibal and the Roman army lay facing each other at Geronium
until May. He had tried to lure the consuls into an ambuscade, or to battle,
without success. The Romans were gaining in ability; and the number of
veterans in their ranks was now considerable. The vicinity of Geronium had
been eaten out; Hannibal must move to new quarters, for he had not the aid
of the population to bring him supplies. There was a great depot of bread-
stuffs at Cannae, south of him, on the Aufidus, which the Romans were care-
lessly guarding. By a secret and clever march, Hannibal seized on Cannae.
The consuls were at a loss what to do. Cannae was in the Apulian plain,
where Hannibal could make efficient use of his cavalry. But the senate ad-
vised another battle, if it could be had on equal terms; and the consuls
marched to Canusium, south of the Aufidus, and camped six miles from the
Carthaginian. Here, a few days after, Varro crossed swords with Hannibal,
and won a certain advantage. This whetted his appetite for a pitched battle,
much to Hannibal's delight. The Romans had eighty thousand foot and seven
thousand horse to Hannibal's forty thousand foot and ten thousand horse.
They had also established a small camp on the north bank, to protect their
foragers. Both sides prepared for battle.

NEXT year, B. c. 216, C. Terentius Varro and L. JEmi-
lius Paulus were consuls. Varro was the popular, ^Emilius the
senate's candidate. As praetors, Pomponius Matho, Publius
Furius, M. Claudius Marcellus and L. Postumius were
chosen; and the two latter were respectively assigned to
Sicily and Gaul. The senate made unusual exertions to
raise troops, and put nine Eoman and nine allied legions, each
of five thousand foot, into the field, making with the horse
ninety-eight thousand men, a much larger force than Romeynoeephalse ......        ,      .       .     657
